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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Claims 1 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gerwers. 
Regarding claim 1, Gerwers discloses: 
a scope probe having: 

a picture source (Figure 1 , end of element 14); 
a picture transmission device including a fiber optics section (Figure 1 
element 12; Column 1 lines 55-60) which is at least partially surrounded by a 
material which is bendable and which remains in the shape assumed by the 
bending (Column 2 lines 59-61); 

an eyepiece (Figure 1 element 76). 
Regarding claim 5, Gerwers discloses: 

a picture source (Figure 1, end of element 14); 
an eyepiece (Figure 1 element 76); 

an elongate plastically deformable picture transmission device which 
mechanically and optically couples said picture source and said eyepiece. 
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Regarding claim 6, Gerwers discloses the picture transmission device as a fiber optic 
section (Column 1 lines 55-60). The plastically deformable sheathing surrounds at least a part of 

the fiber optic section (Figure 1 element 12). 

Regarding claim 7, the sheathing comprises a metallic material (Column 2 lines 59-61). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

fa) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
secttoS 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
urtha^t the ub ect matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
"alg tiiL.^^^^^^^ in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negafved by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cole (U.S 
Patent No. 3,740,1 1 5) in view of Gerwers. 
Regarding claims 1, Cole discloses: 

a fiberscope having: 

a picture source (Figure 1 , element 12, A); 



a 



picture transmission device including a fiber optics section (Figure 1 



element 22; 

an eyepiece (Figure 1 element 64). 
Cole discloses the sheathing (Figure 1 element 66) as flexible (Column 4 lines 30-37), 
but is silent on whether the material exhibits a property of remaining in the shape assumed by 
bending. Gerwers, however, describes several embodiments of a protective sleeve for scope 
probes in which the sleeve remains in a shape assumed by bending it (Column 2 lines 59-64; 
Column 3 lines 1-4). "Bellows-like flexible stainless steel" and "shape-memory alloy" as 
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described in the reference are both considered by the Examiner to have a property in which the 
material remains in a shape assumed by bending and furthermore is a material designed and 
suitable for bending. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 



was 



made to have used sheathing with a shape memory property in Cole's fiberscope design as a 
means of protecting the optical fibers and assuring that the fiberscope remains in an intended 
orientation after placement. Such a design would allow for the fiberscope to be placed without 
further constraints or restrictive elements to maintain the orientation and shape of the fiberscope. 
The addition of a sheathing with shape memory would be advantageous in applications in which 
it is desired that the fiberscope maintain a predetermined orientation, but no constraint or 
restrictive element is available outside of the fiberscope to maintain its shape and orientation, 
such as inserting the fiberscope into a chamber as described by Gerwers (Figure 1). 

Regarding claim 2, Cole discloses a setting mechanism arranged between the picture 
source and the picture transmission device in which the picture transmission device can be 
secured in its momentary position after a torsion movement in the fiber optics section (Column 2 
lines 63-68; Column 31ines 1-27). 



Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cole in 
view of Gerwers and in further view of Lerner (U.S. Patent No. 4,541,698). 

Cole and Gerwers disclose all of the proposed limitations except for an eyepiece with a 
setting mechanism for setting the optical elements. Lerner, however, discloses a diopter 
adjustment for adjusting a fiberscope eyepiece to an individual's eyesight. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 



was 



made to have included a setting mechanism for setting the optical elements of a fiberscope 



to an individual's eyesight. Such a mechanism is old and well known in the art for correctly 
focusing light from an eyepiece to a viewer's eye. The adjustment mechanism would have been 
advantageous to make the eyepiece adjustable for different viewers and different shapes of eye 
sockets in order to adjust the focal point of the light emitted from the fiberscope. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael H Caley whose telephone number is (703) 305-7913. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Kim can be reached on (703) 305-3492. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-7722 for regular 
communications and (703) 308-7724 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 
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